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AUGUST 22, 1942- NOVEMBER 29, 2020

Remembrances
Braxton was a gentle and caring man, not only for the students he served, but
also for the admission counselors he worked with. He was a mentor to many,
including myself, discussing ways to truly understand what the field of
enrollment management is, putting students needs first, helping the find the
right school not just the school we work for, and always being available to
answer any and all questions of students, parents, guidance counselors, and
other admission counselors. He will be truly missed but was always an
inspiration to myself and hopefully many other admission counselors.
MARK CLYNES,

TRUMAN STATE UNIVERSITY

Braxton was a true mentor to me. I so
appreciated his passion and enthusiasm to
help anyone, and his guidance. His heart was
for the students and anyone within our profession. I will never forget his extreme dedication to our visits to the capital and the hill in
D.C. The respect he had from so many people
working within our political areas truly helped
MOACAC gain much momentum when we spoke
with these key lead individuals. Braxton will so
be missed, but his memories will live on forever, and I will always treasure my
times with him.

TODD BURRELL,

SOUTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITYEDWARDSVILLE

Remembrances

Braxton, Teresa Wheeler, and I traveled to Washington,
DC, several times for the NACAC National Legislative
Conference. One year in particular was most memorable.
We all know that Braxton always had two things with him,
his cell phones and his camera. On this trip, Braxton's phones and camera served
to make him stand out in ways I don't think he ever anticipated. First, as we were
going through screening to enter one of the House Office buildings, his phone
went off, he answered, and the Capitol police immediately pulled him out of line.
We wound up waiting for him for a while.
Then, we took a cab one morning from the hotel to a Senate building. We rotated
who paid the cabbie, and it was Braxton's turn. As we pulled up to the building,
Teresa and I stepped out. The Capitol police swarmed in and made the cab drive
off with Braxton! Turned out the Italian Premier was arriving and the street had
to be cleared. Braxton had to walk about 4 blocks back to us.
Then, that evening, it was beautiful. Braxton decided to capture a picture of the
Capitol building. As he set up his tripod and laydown on the ground to get the
perfect shot, floodlights suddenly came on and all kinds of people started
shouting "freeze"! The Capitol police thought he had a sniper rifle! He captured
the shot though and to this day I have a gorgeous picture of the Capitol in my
office. Teresa and I purchased Capitol police gear for Braxton as a memento.
Whenever I look at the picture, I think of Braxton and smile.
BARBARA SAMS,

WHITFIELD SCHOOL

Braxton gave 110% always to Central Methodist, to our
profession, to his students, and to his family and friends.
Braxton was a wonderful role model and friend. He will
be deeply missed.
Barbara Sams,
Whitfield School

Remembrances

I will treasure the memories I have from having worked with Braxton. He
always offered a friendly smile and warm conversation before each college
fair. He was known for putting a single viewbook on his tabletop during a
fair. That was enough for him to draw a prospective student into a
productive conversation. He was passionate about higher education and
helping students. His dedication to be an advocate in Jefferson City for
MOACAC was admirable. Although he is gone, he made a lasting impression
on many of us working in college admissions and his influence will live on as
we serve students. Thank you, Braxton.
JAMIE STAGGS,

UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

I met Braxton in 1996 when I was recruiting high school students in the St.
Louis area. I knew Braxton initially through seeing him at college fairs, but
got to know him well through MOACAC. I learned a lot from Braxton over the
last twenty years in Missouri and know he will be missed by many.
His impact on student’s lives and the lives of so many admission professionals
has been profound. He connected on a personal level with students and
helped them achieve their goals. I have so many great memories of Braxton,
many of which revolve around going to the state capitol or to Washington,
DC, together to talk with legislators. Braxton always had great stories and
historical knowledge.
Hearing him tell the story of a NACAC boat race on the Mississippi River
when NACAC was in St. Louis nearly 40 years ago was one of my favorite
stories. Touring his 100+ year-old home in Fayette and hearing him talk with
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CHUCK MAY,

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI

